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Headteacher's Message

Last week, we shared our new
leadership roles and
responsibilities as we continue
to strengthen communication
across the school.

It was wonderful to welcome so
many of you to our Coffee
Morning, alongside our Chair of
Governors, Isa Abdul-Jolil, and
to our Meet the Class Teacher
sessions. These are important
opportunities to share key
information, listen to your
feedback and strengthen our
partnership with parents.

Our School Council also had the
exciting opportunity to meet
virtually with senior
representatives from Brent
Council, including Council
Leader Cllr Muhammed Butt
and Cllr Promise Knight. Our
pupils shared their ideas about
making our local streets and
neighbourhoods cleaner, safer
and more welcoming – a
wonderful opportunity for their
voices to be heard.

Allah (SWT) reminds us: 

“Indeed, in the Messenger of
Allah you have an excellent
example…” Qur’an 33:21

This was brought beautifully to
life through our Seerah
Exhibition. I hope you had the
opportunity to visit and enjoy
seeing our children’s fantastic
work celebrating the life and
example of our beloved Prophet
Muhammad (SAW).

A special jazakumAllahu
khayran to Teacher Aysha,  who
led the exhibition, and to all our
wonderful staff and pupils who
helped make it such a
memorable occasion. May our
children grow in their
knowledge and love of the
Prophet (SAW) and strive to
follow his beautiful example.

Please continue to keep our
school, pupils and staff in your
du‘as.

Hussain Shefaar

Curriculum
Corner 
Engage in meaningful discussions and
exchange ideas with experts.

Aysha Islam - Assistant Headteacher -
Curriculum, Teaching & Learning

Learning in Action

Maths - Exploring Place Value  
Pupils across the school have been developing their
understanding of place value in Maths. They have
been learning how to partition numbers in different
ways, recognising the value of each digit and exploring
how numbers can be represented and recombined.
This is an important foundation for future
mathematical learning. A secure understanding of
place value helps pupils to read, compare and order
numbers, calculate accurately, solve problems and
develop confidence with larger numbers and the four
operations. By exploring numbers in different ways,
pupils are also developing their mathematical
reasoning and flexibility in thinking.

Place value is the value of a digit
depending on where it sits in a
number. For example, in 3,452, the
3 represents 3 thousands, the 4
represents 4 hundreds, the 5
represents 5 tens and the 2
represents 2 ones. A strong
understanding of place value
helps children to calculate
accurately and prepares them for
working confidently with larger
numbers, decimals and fractions.
You can support your child at
home by asking questions such as
“What is the value of this digit?” or
“Can you make this number in a
different way?”

Seerah Exhibition
Year 2: The Mercy
of the Prophet
(SAW) Towards
Animals 
Year 2 pupils have been learning
about the mercy and compassion
of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
towards animals, exploring how
Islam teaches us to show kindness
and care towards all living
creatures. As part of their family
homework, pupils created some
stunning and imaginative bird
nests, bringing their learning to
life in a wonderfully creative way.
A huge jazaakum Allahu khayran
to all our Year 2 families who
embraced the activity with such
enthusiasm and creativity. It was
wonderful to see the care, effort
and thought that went into each
nest, and we are so grateful for
your continued support in making
learning meaningful beyond the
classroom

Share and discuss the stories Year
2 have been learning about. 

The Story of the Sparrow:
The Encounter: A mother sparrow became distressed when one of her

young was taken by the companions. She flew around, fluttering her
wings and searching for her baby.

The Compassion: When the Prophet (SAW)saw her distress, he told his
companions to return the young sparrow to its mother.

The Lesson: The Prophet (SAW) taught that even small creatures
deserve our care and compassion, reminding us that showing mercy to

animals is part of our faith.

The Reminder: The Prophet (SAW) said: “Whoever is not merciful will not
be shown mercy.”

 

 

 

The Story of the Camel

The Encounter: A distressed camel saw the Prophet (SAW), wept with
tears running down its face, and made a loud yearning sound.

The Comfort: The Prophet (SAW) approached the animal and gently
stroked its head and neck until it calmed down.

The Lesson: He asked who owned the camel and warned the young
owner to fear Allah, explaining that the animal had complained about

being overworked, underfed, and overburdened.

The Reminder: Prophet Muhammad (SAW)  said: “Every creation, which
needs to eat to survive, if it is dealt well (with kindness), (then the person)

will be rewarded for being kind towards it.” 

Echo Reading 
 

Practising fluency and
expression 

Pupils have been developing their
reading fluency and expression,
learning to read aloud smoothly,
accurately and with appropriate

pace and intonation. Through
echo reading, pupils listen

carefully as an adult models how a
text should sound before reading

the same section themselves.
Developing fluency is an

important step towards reading
comprehesnion.

How Parents Can Support
Echo Reading 

Echo reading is a simple and effective way to help children develop
fluency, expression and confidence when reading aloud. An adult reads a
short sentence or phrase first, modelling how it should sound, and the
child then ‘echoes’ the adult by reading the same section back.

When modelling, encourage your child to:

Pause at a comma to give the sentence a natural break.
Stop at a full stop before starting the next sentence.
Notice question marks and exclamation marks and change their voice
accordingly.
Think about which words to emphasise to show meaning or emotion.
Read dialogue using an appropriate tone of voice for the character.
Read at a steady pace, rather than rushing through the words. 

A helpful tip: Ask your child, “How do you think this character is feeling?
Which words could you emphasise to show that?” This encourages
children to think about the meaning of what they are reading, rather than
simply saying the words.

Seerah Experience: Riding Ponies

Our Reception pupils had a wonderful experience riding ponies and
learning how to care for them. They had the opportunity to groom the

ponies, learning how gentle hands, patience and kindness are important
when caring for animals.

The experience also provided a meaningful connection to our Islamic
heritage. Horses were highly valued during the time of the Prophet

Muhammad (SAW), playing an important role in travel, transport and
everyday life. The Prophet (SAW) encouraged kindness and good

treatment of animals, and horses were cared for with great respect. It
was lovely to see our youngest pupils developing confidence,

responsibility and compassion through this hands-on experience, while
making connections between their learning and the world around them.

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating
Learning and
Character in Our
Assemblies
Our weekly assemblies are a
wonderful opportunity to
celebrate pupils’ achievements
and character, with certificates
awarded to recognise their hard
work, positive choices and
personal development. Last week,
our focus was adab, the
importance of good manners and
respectful behaviour. We are
exploring this through a bespoke
school fable, Bilal Who Lost His
Manners, showing pupils how our
words and actions affect those
around us and highlighting the
power of storytelling in helping
children understand important
values. 

“The most beloved of you
to me and the closest of
you to me on the Day of

Resurrection are those who
are best in character.”
 Prophet Muhammad

(SAW) (Tirmidhi)

School Assembly 

In this week's assemblies, pupils received certificates for showing adab
(good manners).

Character Education: This week, we continued our focus on character
development through another original school fable, Hakeem and the
Fallen Tree exploring the importance of wisdom (hikmah) and making
thoughtful choices. These stories have been specially written for our
school to help bring our Islamic values to life in an engaging and
memorable way. Our weekly assemblies are a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate pupils’ achievements and character, with certificates awarded
to recognise their hard work, positive choices and personal
development.

What is a Fable?
Fables are short stories that teach an important lesson or moral. They are
often enjoyable and memorable because they use simple characters and

situations to explore values and behaviour.

Key features of a fable:

Animals are often the main characters, and they may speak, think and
behave like humans.

There is a clear moral or lesson about how we should behave or make
choices.

 Characters often face a problem or dilemma that helps reveal the
lesson.

The story is usually short and easy to follow, with a clear beginning,
middle and ending.

 Dialogue and repetition can make the story engaging and help children
remember the message.

 Sometimes, the  characters' actions have consequences, helping
readers understand the importance of their choices.

When reading a fable with your child, ask: “What lesson do you think the
writer wants us to learn?” and “How could we apply this lesson in our own

lives?

We will be sharing these fables with families via Arbor (email) so please
take some time to read them with your child and talk about the lessons
together. Ask your child what they learned, what choices the characters
made and how they could apply the message in their own lives. This
simple conversation can help children connect the values explored in
school with everyday life at home.

School Council Elections 2026-27

It’s that time of year again! Our School Council elections were launched
in assembly this week, and pupils who would like to stand for election

have now taken home an application form as the first stage of the
process. This is for Years 2-6. Please read the information below and

make a note of the key dates. We would really appreciate your support in
helping your child complete their application and, importantly,

encouraging them to think about the Islamic concept of Khidmah:
leadership through service. 

Being a School Councillor is not simply about having a position; it is
about listening to others, representing their views and serving the

school community. We wish all our prospective candidates the very
best.  

Curriculum - Meet The Teachers
Meetings

The Meet the Teachers presentations for each year groups have been
shared via Arbor and uploaded on to the website. If you were unable to
attend, please look through the one for your child.  

Jumm'ah Khutbah:
Knowing,
loving
and following
Prophet
Muhammad (SAW)

Words of Wisdom

This week, our new Headteacher, Hussain Shefaar, delivered a beautiful
Jumu'ah khutbah focusing on the life and example of the Prophet

Muhammad (SAW). His key message was simple yet powerful: Know him
(SAW). Love him (SAW). Follow him (SAW). Learning about the Prophet

(SAW) and loving him are important, but true love is demonstrated
through following his example, character and teachings. 

All three are connected and essential: the more we know him, the more
we can love him; and through that love, we are inspired to follow his

Sunnah in our daily lives. It was a meaningful reminder for us all that the
Prophet (SAW)  is not simply someone we learn about, but someone

whose mercy, kindness, patience and character we strive to reflect in our
own lives.

First Parent Performance - Palm
Class

SAVE THE DATES

PROMOTING HEALTHY HABITS

A reminder that children should not be bringing crisps, sweets or
sugary drinks for snacks. We have noticed an increase in these items

being brought in.Please ensure that snacks and drinks sent into school
are appropriate and in line with our school expectations. Any crisps,

sweets or sugary drinks brought into school will be confiscated.Thank
you for your support in helping us promote healthy choices and positive

habits for our children.

Energy &
Concentration
Healthy snacks help
children maintain
energy and
concentration
throughout the
school day.

Healthy Habits
Establishing healthy
eating habits during
childhood can help
children develop
positive lifelong
attitudes towards
food and nutrition.er
choice.

Hydration
Water is the best
everyday drink for
children and helps
them stay hydrated
without added
sugar.Understand
each course and
decide which are the
best for your career.

BRENT MENTAL HEALTH
SUPPORT

Attendance
Every School Day Matters

Assalaamu Alaikum Parents and Carers, 

Regular attendance and punctuality are essential in helping every child
to Achieve, Belong and Thrive. Our whole-school attendance target is at
least 95%, and attendance below 90% is considered persistent absence. 

We ask parents and carers to ensure children attend every day and arrive
on time, unless genuinely unwell; notify the school promptly of any

absence; arrange routine appointments outside school hours wherever
possible; and avoid holidays or leave during term time. 

Any request for term-time leave must be made in advance and will only
be authorised in exceptional circumstances. 

Where unauthorised absence becomes a concern, Brent Local Authority
attendance procedures may apply, including Notices to Improve and

Education Penalty Notices. 

As a school with an Islamic ethos, we encourage our children to value
seeking knowledge and to develop responsibility, commitment and

respect for learning. Every school day matters. 

Jazakallah Khairan for working in partnership with us to support
excellent attendance and punctuality.

Yasmin Hussain - Deputy Head

Safeguarding Matters

Kindness Matters –
Following the Example of the Prophet (SAW)

Assalaamu Alaikum Parents and Carers,

This week, we are encouraging our children to reflect on why kindness
matters and how doing good for others also strengthens our own

wellbeing and sense of belonging.The attached guide reminds us that
kindness can be shown in simple but powerful ways: 

helping without expecting anything in return, 

being generous with our time, 

noticing when someone may be struggling, 

including others, 

offering encouragement

 and contributing positively to our community. 

It also highlights that kindness can be contagious – one thoughtful
action can encourage another. This connects beautifully with our current
school focus on the life and Seerah of our beloved Prophet Muhammad

(SAW). His life provides countless examples of mercy, generosity,
patience, forgiveness and care for others. As children learn about his

Seerah, we want them to consider how they can put these qualities into
practice at school, at home and in the wider community. 

The Prophet (SAW) taught:

“Kindness is not found in anything except that it beautifies it.” (Muslim)

Please talk to your child about one act of kindness they could do each
day, particularly for someone who may be feeling lonely, worried or in

need of help.

May Allah enable our children to follow the beautiful example of the
Prophet (SAW) and grow in kindness, compassion and good character.

Ameen.

Parent Volunteers

We are excited to be recruiting
parent volunteers to support
school life and enrich
opportunities for our children.

Further information about
how you can get involved

will be shared soon,
inshaAllah.
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