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School context 

 Islamia Primary is a good Muslim school with some outstanding features. The school is 
located in the Brent area of London but it serves the Muslim community from different parts 
of London. The school is a multi-racial community. All its pupils are of Muslim faith. The 
school was the first Muslim school to join the Voluntary Aided (VA) sector. At the time of 
inspection, there were 344 pupils on the school register.     
 

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Islamia Primary School as a Muslim school 
is good   

This is due to the clear visionary team work of the head and the head of Islamic studies. The 
provision is supported by the governing body. The Islamic studies provision and the whole 
school have the guidance of a religious scholar. School staff are excellent practicing role 
models for pupils at the school. The school has adapted good schemes with an assessment 
system. The school learning environment is a safe and happy Islamic environment. The 
environment is reflected on pupils excellent behaviour. Children at school were found to be 
respectful and polite. This is clearly visible in their courteous and respectful Islamic manners. 
The older children asserted their views in the right way. They love their school.  
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Established strengths 

 Outstanding behaviour 
 Outstanding impact of collective worship 
 Good leadership and management 
 Good Islamic teaching and curriculum 
 All adults in the school community are excellent role models for pupils. 
 Effective self evaluation system 

Focus for development 

 Improve Islamic Studies provision by offering a variety of extracurricular activities.  
 Implement present plan for a new masjid (school mosque) 
 Improve parents’ involvement in their children’s learning 
 The school should provide extra support in tajweed for students who are new to Arabic 

language 

 the school should regularly revise its schemes to add new ideas to its teaching 
 

The school, through its distinctive Islamic character, is good at meeting the needs of 
all learners 

The resources for Islamic studies are good. The impact of collective worship is outstanding. 
Curriculum and teaching is good. School staff are caring and courteous. They have a good 
grasp of the strengths and weaknesses of the school. Staff present themselves as excellent 
role models and this reflects on pupils’ excellent behaviour.  All this makes the school to be a 
safe Islamic learning environment for all its pupils which reflects on the children’s 



 

 

development as good citizens, who are respectful and polite. They greet each other and 
visitors with Islamic greeting. They celebrate their own culture and respect others. The 
School maintains a good relationship with civic organisations and with the wider community. 
This programme extends to include interaction with other diasporas.  The school is supported 
by parents. However, some would like to see an increase in the Islamic Studies programme. 
Taking the demands of the National Curriculum (NC) into consideration, it can only be 
offered within the extracurricular activities programme.  
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 The impact of collective worship on the school community is outstanding 

The school’s excellent salah (collective worship) session is held at zuhur time (after midday). 
In the school prayer hall which is appropriately decorated and furbished but just sufficient to 
serve the purpose which makes it a desperate need for a new building. The school’s 
satisfactory wudoo (pre-prayer washing) facilities are outdated with a desperate need of new 
facilities. An Imam conducts the whole process of congregational prayer. All pupils in most 
appropriate manner sat orderly in rows listening to adhaan (call to prayer). The process of 
collective worship reflects on the whole school community. After the prayer, all participants 
were beautifully engaged in zikr (remembrance) and salutation on the Prophet Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon him)  which was followed by a supplication. All pupils 
demonstrated their enthusiasm. The school starts and ends the day with a collective duaa 
(supplication) and children chant zikr while moving around the school. They learn parts of 
the holy Qur’an by heart and observe the rules of tajweed (the rules of reciting the holy 
Qur’an). The whole school is also offered the opportunity to perform jumah (Friday 
congregational prayer) in the school. In Early Years a corner is reserved as a masjid for 
children to learn about the mosque. The whole process helped them to be effectively 
developed spiritually and morally. 
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The effectiveness of the religious education is good 

A qualified imam who is supported by a qualified team leads the school’s provision for Islamic 
studies. The staff members are excellent practicing role models for their pupils. There are 
regular meetings and training days allocated for the Islamic studies provision. The school’s 
teaching and curriculum is good with some outstanding aspects in meeting the needs of its 
pupils. The school have developed a set of schemes by adapting carefully selected text 
books and teaching materials. However, the school should regularly revise it schemes to add 
new ideas of multi faith teaching. The RE curriculum is linked across with other subjects. For 
example in a lesson of seerah (the life of the Prophet Muhammad peace and blessings be 
upon him)  the teacher effectively linked the lesson with other subject areas of NC (National 
Curriculum). The ICT and the use of modern methods of delivery makes the RE curriculum 
more enjoyable for students and such an example was seen in a lesson in which children 
were learning about the night of the migration of the Prophet Muhammad (peace and 
blessings be upon him). Children also learn the holy Qur’an with rules of tajweed and 
nasheed (Islamic songs). The school should provide extra support in tajweed for students 
who are new to Arabic language. Planning is broad and balanced. Most lessons were good 
and some outstanding.  The teachers deliver their lessons with good planning, using 
appropriate language and methods. For example in a lesson the teacher involved students in 
an independent group activity to debate the experience of going to a new school. There is a 
satisfactory marking and assessment system in place which informs planning and identifies 
the need for extra help. The standards are high and pupils are making good progress in 
knowledge and understanding of the Islamic faith.  Children are also given sufficient 
knowledge about other cultures. The example of this was observed in a lesson about 
Judaism to highlight the link between Islam and the other main religions. The school’s Islamic 
studies provision effectively prepare its pupils to be good Muslims and excellent  citizens of 
their community. The school for this purpose has established strong links with civic 
organisations, with the local community of schools and with an interfaith forum.  
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The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as an Islamic 
school is good 

Due to the amalgamation of another school the leadership is faced with a number of 
challenges. For example raising the standards of new students in Islamic studies and the 
shortage of space which is affecting the provision. The prospective new school building 
project is also  going to start in the near future. The leadership has to effectively  facilitate 
school operation safely during the project. Despite all this the leadership has a clear vision 
for the school to be an outstanding Muslim school. The evidence shows the leadership is 
working to involve all parents in the school life.  The s school effectively outreaches to 
parents through regular letters and newsletters. Some parents would like to be more actively 
involved in the school life. Some others would like to see more events to be held in the 
school. The Inspector suggests that the school should affectively advertise its annual events 
and activities to enhance parents’ involvement in the school life. The leadership fully support 
the Islamic studies provision by meeting its needs. There are regular meetings to plan, 
evaluate and assess the provision. There are effective plans to deal with the school’s 
weaknesses. All school staff including the leadership are practising Muslims and fully aware 
of the purpose of Religious Education.  
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