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History Curriculum Statement 
 
Intent: 
 

 The History curriculum has been developed to instil an understanding of British and world history 
(contemporary, medieval and classical) and how these relate to life in the twenty-first century.  

 Pupils explore how key individuals, institutions, systems and events have shaped history and 
influenced the course of human progress thus allowing students to derive valuable lessons from 
the past that are relevant to their own lives. 

 As historians, students pursue their curiosity and cultivate investigative skills, engaging in multiple 
lines of enquiry that build upon prior knowledge.  

 Young researchers collate and interrogate historical evidence from various sources, think critically 
about the past and communicate their ideas rigorously to different audiences.  

 

Implementation: 

 Our History curriculum is planned to demonstrate progression in each year group.   

 Humanities is taught in a block every term (8 hours), in History and Geography units to enable 
pupils to achievement greater depth of knowledge, understanding and skills.    

In History lessons, pupils are encouraged to: 

 Connect with prior historical knowledge and understanding 

 Address misconceptions 

 Learn new Historical knowledge, concepts and skills. 

 Develop key Historical vocabulary 

 Ask their own questions  

 Develop Historical research and skills (explore, observe and investigate) to answer questions and 
solve problems 

 

Progression: 

 In Year 1, pupils study a period encompassing the late middle ages to the present day exploring 
key aspects of British and global culture including work (nursing and healthcare), recreation 
(toys), transportation and historical events (The Great Fire Of London). 
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 In Year 2, the same time period is examined with an emphasis on the monarchy, warfare and 

travel; the key historical event studied is The Gunpowder Plot. 

 In Year 3, a broader expanse is covered from antiquity (Ancient Egypt and The Romans) through 
to the Middle Ages (The Vikings and Anglo-Saxons) and the Victorian era, the later continuing the 
analysis of transportation, specifically railways. 

 In Year 4, again, a wide historical period is addressed from classical times (Ancient Greece) to the 
contemporary era examining British law, monarchy and politics including the Magna Carta. The 
middle ages are revisited looking at the Anglo-Saxons, Scots and Normans. 

 In Year 5, the horizon expands to include world civilisations across continents hailing from 
antiquity (Ancient Sumer) through to the pre-colonial period (The Mayans). Leisure and 
Entertainment in the twentieth century follows on from earlier models examining culture and 
recreation. 

 In Year 6, children cover a broad timeline from pre-civilisation (Stone Age and Iron Age) to the 
classical period (Ancient Rome) through to the Early Islamic Empire, of particular relevance to the 
school demographic. A final unit addresses World War 2 and its impact on Britain, Europe and the 
wider world. 

 

Impact 

 

 Humanities based activities in each lesson recorded in books.    

 Skills sheet completed at the end of each unit.  

 Termly field trips where pupils learning is observed. 

 Half termly exhibitions.    

 Weekly assemblies. 

 Class memorable moments portfolio. 

 Year 6 learning logs.   

 Cross-curricular links established to other subjects. 

 


