
Geography Progression Map 

Topic/Strand Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

UK Geography  

Our School  Use simple fieldwork skills to study the 

geography of the school 
• Make simple observations about the 

geography of the classroom and school 
• Ask simple geographical questions 
Our Local Area                                                     •Use 

simple fieldwork skills to study the geography of the 

local area. 
• Make simple observations. Express own 

views and opinions about the local and/or global 

environment and suggest simple improvements. 
• Use presentation skills. 
Our Country                                                               •  
Use internet mapping programmes to observe aerial 

views. 
• Compare the capital cities London and 

Brasilia.• Use world maps and globes to begin to 

locate some continents and countries                 • 

Use a range of maps (world, country, street maps, 

aerial views and plans) to locate places and 

landmarks. 
• Begin to know simple features of the 

countries of the UK. 

Beside The Seaside • begin to classify key 

features of places into ‘natural’ and 

‘manmade’; 

• observe aerial photographs of 

seaside locations to recognise basic human 

and physical features; 

• understand that seaside resorts 

have changed over time and explain some 

simple features of seaside holidays in the 

past; carry out fieldwork and observations; 

• use and follow simple compass 

directions  

(NESW); 

• plan and follow routes on a map 

using map symbols; 

• ask geographical questions – 

Where is it? What is this place like? How 

near/far is it? 

The UK                                                                  •  

explain what a county is; 

• find their county on a map; 

• find areas of higher ground on a 

map of the UK; 

• name some areas of higher ground 

in the UK; 

describe how the UK population has 

changed over time; 

• identify where some immigrants 

to the UK came from; 

• identify similarities and 

differences between my daily routine and 

that of a child from another historical 

period and/or geographical location. 

What's It Like In Sheffield                                    

• Use a key to record types of land 

use; 

• tell you about the human 

geography of  

Sheffield; 

• tell you what planning is needed 

for a trip in the UK 

What's It Like In Whitby                                      

use a key to record types of land use;  

• tell you about the human 

geography of  

Whitby;  

• tell you what planning is needed 

for a trip in the UK.  

  

  Great Britain                                                           

• Describe some ways that London 

has changed since AD 43; 

• describe how the UK population 

has changed over time;  

• identify where some immigrants 

to the UK came from; 

• identify similarities and 

differences between their daily routine and 

that of a child from another historical 

period. 

Global  

Geography    

 Sensational Safari                                                  

Confidently use compass directions to 

move around a map. 

• Use an atlas/globe to locate 

accurately places and landmarks in Kenya. 

• Ask geographical questions – 

Where is it? What is this place like? How 

near/far is it? 

Let's Go To China                                         

•Begin to understand what ‘culture’ means 

and begin to describe aspects of their own 

culture. 

• Begin to understand some of the 

types of farming in China, particularly how 

rice is grown. 

• Use an atlas to locate accurately 

places and landmarks in China. 

• To ask geographical questions– 

Where is it? What is this place like? How 

near/far is it 

  Land and Water                                                      

• Find the North and South Poles on 

a globe or map. 

• Identify lines of latitude on a map. 

• Identify lines of longitude on a 

map.             Find the local time in another 

city using time differences (outside Europe) 

All Around The World • Find the local time 

in another city using time differences 

(Europe). 

Locate the Equator on a map and globe. 

• Locate the Northern Hemisphere 

on a map and globe (and provide examples 

of countries within). 

• Locate the Southern Hemisphere 

on a map and globe (and provide examples 

of countries within). 

• Find the North and South Poles on 

a globe or map (and identify the explorers 

who discovered them) 

Exploring Eastern Europe                                     

• conduct a research project on the 

countries, culture, history, language and 

politics of The Baltic States / Caucasus /  

former Soviet states 

The Amazing Americas                                         

• Find information about flights 

using a given website. 

• Find information about 

accommodation using a given website. 

• Find information about tourist 

destinations using a given website. • 

Identify features of a travel brochure. 

• Select information to include in a 

travel brochure. 

• Present information about 

flights.• Present information about 

accommodation. 

• Present information about tourist 

attractions. 

Human  

Geography     

  Land Use                                                              •  

Explain the purpose of symbols on a map. 

• Use symbols and a key to annotate 

a map. 

• Name landmarks we might see in a 

chosen area. 

• List ways we use land in the UK. 

• Describe an area as urban or rural. 

• List different types of rural spaces. 

Somewhere to Settle                                            

• Explain what a settlement is and 

its  

features                                                                 • 

Identify land use using a digital map; • 

use a key to identify transport links on 

maps; 

• use an atlas to find a route 

between two places; 

Enough For Everyone                                          

• Rank human needs by importance 

to m  

 (Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs) 

• Find the country or town of origin 

on a food label. 

Use an atlas to locate a given place. 

• Draw and label a map using a key 

Identify ways to reduce food wastage. 

• Reflect on my own role in reducing 

resource shortages around the world.             

Marvellous Maps • Give co-ordinates by 

going across first and then up. 

• Find a location from four-figure 

coordinates. 

• Find differences between 

photographs of the same location. 

• Find similarities between 

photographs of the same location. 

• Find differences between maps of 

the  same location 

Trade and Economics                                        •  

Use an atlas to find countries 

• Locate El Salvador on a world map 

• Name some goods exported from 

el  

Salvador to the UK  

• Describe how trade has changed 

since the Victorian times 
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Topic/Strand Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

The Natural  

World 

Wonderful Weather                                              •  
Make comparisons between different places 

studied. 
• Make simple observations about the 

weather in the UK. 
• Use basic subject specific vocabulary. 
• Ask simple geographical questions. 
• Develop presentation skills. 

What A Wonderful World                                    

• Use and follow simple compass 

directions (NESW). 

• Follow routes on a map. 

• Use aerial photographs and 

satellite images to recognise basic human 

and physical features 

• To ask geographical questions – 

Where is it? 

• What is this place like? How 

near/far is it? 

 Extreme Earth                                                         

• Describe natural phenomana. 

• Describe how scientists collect 

data about storms.                                                            

Rainforests                                                        

   • Identify similarities and differences 

between the Amazon  rainforest and  

Sherwood  

Forest and/or Epping Forest 

  Magnificent Mountains                                    •  

Understand that mountains formed a very 

long time ago. 

• Describe how tectonic plates 

move together to create fold mountains. 

• Describe how lava flow creates 

volcanic mountains. 

• Describe what the weather is 

usually like on a mountain. 

• Tell you why people might visit 

mountains.• Describe some of the positive 

and negative effects of tourism on an area. 

Raging Rivers                                                           

•List some advantages and disadvantages 

for different uses of a river. 

• Describe how water erodes a 

riverbank.• Describe how deposition 

changes the shape of a river. 

• Describe what a dam is. 

• Give the location of one major 

dam. Our Changing World Identify how 

the UK’s borders have changed over time; 

• identify similarities in 

photographs of a landscape taken at 

different times; • describe how physical 

changes have affected Earth since 1800 

(referencing the  

Industrial Revolution); 

• list some physical changes to the 

Earth predicted to occur by 2050; 

• describe some ways that human 

activity changes the landscape. 

 


