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Islamia Curriculum Rationale for English 

Intent  

The school community is characterised by wide-ranging socio-economic backgrounds and a diverse 

community of languages and heritage; therefore, our curriculum ensures English is the thread that 

weaves through our learning journey and guarantees an inclusive and language rich offer for all, 

including those who have special educational needs, disabilities or indeed the most disadvantaged. 

We believe that to be literate is to gain a voice and to participate meaningfully and assertively in 

decisions that affect one’s life. To be literate is to gain self-confidence. To be literate is to become self-

assertive. Literacy enables people to read their own world and to write their own history. Literacy 

provides access to written knowledge – and knowledge is power. In a nutshell, literacy empowers. 

Principles 

 All elements of the English group of policies are reflected across the curriculum. 

 Language is central to a pupil’s sense of identity, belonging and development. 

 All staff share responsibility for developing literacy skills and must work together to create an 

inspiring, motivating literacy environment that supports all pupils. 

 Literacy in home languages is valued and utilised.  

Islamia’s essentials for English: 

• To be able to communicate their ideas and emotions effectively. 

• To read fluently and to develop a love of books that will last all their life. 

• To write clearly, accurately and coherently. 

• To be able to talk confidently in different circumstances. 

• To listen to others and learn from them. 

Implementation:  

Phonics: Consistency in Approach 

We believe that consistency is the key to providing structure for phonics and reading. All teachers and 

teaching assistants have been trained to teach phonics. They all use the same supporting vocabulary, 

gestures and structures. 

 
The school has recently bought into the validated phonics scheme Read Write Inc which is delivered 
daily by trained teaching and support staff, reception, year 1 and 2 and the phases to be taught are 
clearly mapped out. 
 

Pupils are arranged according to their level of need and are assessed half-termly and regrouped 

accordingly. Pupils in reception are taught as a class, as they have recently joined the school, for the 

first four weeks of the academic year. Phonics targeted interventions are delivered by the KS1 

intervention teacher and teaching assistants, to reception pupils as well as KS1 pupils, who require 
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additional support with Phonics.  

The programme develops writing and spelling alongside reading. Children continue on the Read Write 

Inc programme until they have completed Grey books and are able to read 90-100 words a minute; for 

most children, this is at the end of Spring term in Year 2.  

When children have completed the Read Write Inc. programme, they follow the Accelerated Reader 

scheme where they are quizzed on the books they read at school and at home, to assess their reading 

comprehension. 

Reading in Early years and KS1 

In addition to phonics sessions, which take place in KS1 and EYFS, pupils are also immersed in reading 

throughout the school day via a number of different initiatives.  

Reading for pleasure is encouraged daily. Pupils (in all key stages) drop everything and read (DEAR) at 

2.50pm every day. Pupils in each class are grouped, and follow a rota as to when they can utilise and 

read in the class book corner. Every pupil will have had this opportunity once a week. DEAR enables 

children of EYFS and KS1 a further opportunity throughout the school day to read for pleasure.  

Parent reading morning: 

Pupils of EYFS and KS1 are given the opportunity to further develop their reading and phonological 

skills, throughout the school day, via parent reading mornings which take place every Thursday morning 

for 20 minutes. This is an opportunity for parents to come to school and read books with their child 

from the class book corner. This initiative has helped to encourage more reading at home between 

parents and their children. 

Reading  

Reading whole school:  

Whole class reading is timetabled, for four mornings per week. In KS2. Teachers choose high quality 

books that engage, inspire and provide a wealth of vocabulary for our children utilising the ‘significant 

texts’ from the Wordsmith programme which cover the National Curriculum range of texts. The aim of 

this new method is to expand pupils' vocabulary and deepen their understanding of the texts they are 

reading.  We do this through the explicit teaching of vocabulary before reading the text and re-reading 

sections, looking closely at the elements which require further understanding, keeping in mind that 

pupils must learn to retrieve information (R), interpret meaning (I) and comment on the author's choice 

of vocabulary or style (C).  Questions check pupils' understanding of previous extracts as well as the 

current text, in order to enhance their memory. On a half-termly basis, pupils will have applied the 

following reading skills in their reading lessons: Retrieval, sequencing/ summarizing, inferring, 

predicting and explaining. Of the four reading lessons delivered on a weekly basis, children consolidate 

their understanding and application of the skill taught, by applying this reading skill to an unseen text. 

Reading at home:  

As a school, we promote reading for pleasure and aim to inspire a lifelong love of reading. Therefore, 

in all key stages, reading records are updated weekly and pupils are given a book to take home and 

read. Parents are expected to leave a comment in their child’s reading record before the child can be 

issued with a new book. In addition to this, we have a large bank of books online, which the school has 

subscribed to and pupils and parents can use to read as many books as they like, allocated to their 
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child’s basket. Online subscriptions include Wordsmith, Oxford Owl and Reading Eggs. 

During lockdown, Reading Eggs was purchased as a supplement, to engage parents and pupils with the 

five key reading pillars: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension. It 

supported learners by offering personal one-to-one lessons that children completed at their own pace. 

There are also over 1000 e-books for children to explore and enjoy. 

We strongly encourage parents to help children understand what they are reading by asking them 

questions about their book, before, during and after reading.  

Links with the local library (Kilburn Library) 

Each classroom has a selection of books from the library in their classroom, which are directly linked to 

the History or Geography unit of work for any given half term. This offers opportunities for the pupils 

to apply their reading skills across the curriculum.  We have linked with Kilburn Library (the local library) 

to facilitate termly trips to the library. Every term, each class visits Kilburn library once in order to 

engage in different reading activities with the library school representative. During this trip, pupils are 

encouraged to bring their library membership card in order to take books out during the trip, and pupil 

who are not members of the local library are encouraged to become members. Membership forms are 

issued to pupils who do not have memberships and their parents after each library trip.  

Finally, in the summer term, a library school representative will visit Islamia in order to promote the 

summer reading scheme to pupils.  

Story time 

Our starting point is to read to children. This occurs every day in all classes during story time, however 

in EYFS children may be read a number of books throughout the day, in whole class, small groups and 

1:1 sessions. In these sessions, children listen and discuss a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction 

books at a level beyond their reading skill. Stories are a powerful tool for helping children develop 

knowledge and understand the wider curriculum, as well being a tool for developing emotional literacy 

through discussion and illustrating key learning attributes and behaviour.  

Whole School Reading Events  

At Islamia, we celebrate World Book Day and many events take place during World Book Week. We 

hold a parents’ World Book Reading morning, which is an opportunity for parents to come into school 

early with their child to share their favourite stories. Throughout the week, children write their own 

story and make a book which they share with a child from a different class and their family. Parents are 

encouraged to come in and share their favourite stories with the class. During World Book Week, and 

throughout the year, we invite authors into school to read their books, and talk about their writings, 

what inspired their writing and life as an author. 

Reading workshops: 

We hold many parents reading workshops virtually. At the beginning of every term, we hold phonics 

and reading insets for both KS1 & KS2, introductory workshops to the Accelerated Reader Scheme and 

we support parents with how to guide their child with reading at home.  

 Library and Classroom Book Corners and additional information about DEAR 

We have a well-stocked book corner in each class for children to choose a range of books from. Fifteen 
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to twenty minutes per day is dedicated to DEAR (drop everything and read) and this is timetabled daily 

within each classroom. The whole school would be reading at the same time. During this time, teachers 

or teaching assistants will read to the class (twice a week); modelling fluency, expression and enjoyment 

of a text. Pupils take part in discussions over the choice of texts and over the year, there should be a 

wide range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry covered.  For the remaining three days of DEAR in the 

week, children read silently while the teaching assistant and teacher listen to individual children read. 

This is in addition to independent, “quiet reading time” which can be used at the discretion of each 

teacher, at appropriate times within the classroom. 

Reading buddies:  

Selected pupils of Year 5 and year 6 have been trained to become reading buddies. These pupils have 

used the skills learnt in their training session, to support a different year group per term. This happens 

once a week with their reading during the allocated DEAR time. 

Playtime reading:  

Baskets filled with reading books are placed on the playground benches during KS1 and EYFS playtime 

in order to promote a love of reading and encourage children to read on the playground, if they wish 

to do so.  

Individual Reading 

In addition to group reading and whole class reading, some children in school are taught reading on a 

one-to-one basis with an adult. These children will be identified following formative and summative 

assessments, pupil progress meetings. We prioritise Pupil Premium, EAL, SEND, and the bottom 20% of 

readers in each class. This one-to-one reading intervention is carried out by members of the senior 

leadership team, as well as the reading volunteer who comes into school to listen to targeted pupils 

read, once a week.  

Each child has an independent reading record sheet, which is completed by an adult within school, 

during individual reading lessons or when they are taking part in-group reading lessons. When listening 

to children read, adults record comments based on phonics, decoding, fluency and comprehension. If 

a child makes a mistake or struggles to read a word during these sessions, priority will be given to 

phonically decoding the word before looking at other strategies, e.g. finding patterns, root words or 

context.  Interventions such as paired-reading and other strategies will be used where deemed 

appropriate and effective. The Accelerated reader star test is completed half-termly; in order to 

effectively assess each child’s reading level and progress.  

Handwriting 

The Nelson Handwriting scheme is used to teach cursive writing and pupils are aiming to achieve a pen 

license. Handwriting is taught by joining letters which is introduced midway through year one, and/or 

once children can confidently form and write letters correctly. This helps with spelling, as research tells 

us that seeing words as a whole, rather than a series of isolated letters, helps us memorise and spell 

words correctly. Joined writing also helps pupils write more, increasing the speed of writing and fluency. 

Teachers are expected to model cursive handwriting consistently in all subjects and on all working walls. 

Children of KS2 are expected to use black pens when writing however their pen license would be 

revoked by the class teacher if handwriting and presentation in books starts to regress. We have a 
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system at Islamia Primary School, where children have to earn their pen license and are to evidence 

this to the senior leadership team (with evidence of 3 pieces of work in different books) in order to gain 

their pen license again.  

SPAG 

The school has purchased ‘Spelling Shed’ part of the Literacy Shed programme to support the teaching 

of spellings. Children are assigned 10 words a week that they must learn in preparation for the Friday 

spelling tests. The words assigned to each year group is in line with the national curriculum and includes 

high frequency words and common exception words.  

SPAG is currently integrated into the lessons, however consideration is being given to a discrete lesson 

in the light of high numbers of pupils with EAL and the fact that pupils are learning other languages.  

Writing  

The Wordsmith Programme for writing has been purchased and incudes novels, poems, and non-fiction 

texts selected for their quality, power and teaching potential, to help children see how some of the best 

writers use language and to try it out for themselves. Children are expected to participate in ‘Big Writes’ 

two weeks after finishing a text type/genre that they have covered.  

Teachers deliver writing sessions on a two-week cycle, focusing on a genre of writing and with WAGOLL 

examples to showcase to the children at the start of the two-week writing cycle. This way, children 

become familiarised with the writing outcome and the organisational features of the writing piece they 

will be working on, from the onset.  

The writing cycle is based on a genre of writing informed by the class book (refer to the long-term 

plans). Throughout the writing process, children are encouraged to edit and proof read their writing 

routinely, visualisers are used to showcase work and for AfL opportunities. In addition to this, teachers 

conduct shared writing, modelled writing and guided writing within writing lessons. Four lessons of 

Writing take place every week at IPS. 

Three Big Write sessions occur in each half term and this covers both a fiction and a non-fiction genre 

piece of writing. Targeted writing interventions are conducted by the KS1/EYFS intervention teacher 

and the KS2 intervention teacher. This is informed by gaps in individual children’s writing, and in 

discussions with the class teachers.  

Writing assessment on a half termly basis is informed by the outcomes for each pupils in each of the 

Big Writes, which have taken place in any given half term. Termly moderation meetings take place with 

teachers, delivered by the assistant head teacher in order to check the consistency of teacher 

judgements, once the assessment has been made. Although Writing assessments are ongoing and 

occur on a half termly basis, assessments in Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPAG) occur at the 

end of each term (3 data entries per academic year). The same applies to Reading.  

Oracy 

Promoting oracy in class lessons 

Early Years practice of oracy is a high priority at Islamia as baseline assessment data evidences low levels 

of pupils’ English on entry in Reception. This is due to the high number of EAL pupils and socio-economic 

factors.  
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Speaking and listening skills are vital for pupils’ development across the curriculum, and provide the 

foundations for development in both reading and writing. Discussion is a vital part of all teaching and 

learning at Islamia Primary School, in order for the pupils to understand their own views and the views 

of others. We encourage pupils to express themselves confidently and to communicate fluently and 

articulately, with clarity and purpose, in an interesting and varied manner. Similarly, they are 

encouraged to listen and to appreciate other speakers.  

There are many opportunities throughout the school day for pupils to practice oracy. Talk partners are 

an embedded practice in all classrooms, where children practice turn taking, they get to discuss their 

ideas and share their thoughts. This is also a vital opportunity for pupils to practice speaking Spoken 

English. The A (Agree), B (Build on), C (Challenge) and D (Disagree) scaffold has elevated the status of 

oracy at Islamia.  

Additionally, children are introduced to rich key vocabulary at the start of each unit of work, which they 

use in context during lessons. Furthermore, it is an expectation that teachers use Standard English when 

speaking and model speaking in full sentences. In the near future, we are looking to support teachers 

with the planning of open questioning as well as scaffolding speaking opportunities.  

Across the school, pupils are encouraged to discuss their thoughts and feelings and think 

philosophically. Pupils learn to put forward their own opinions, whilst considering the views of others. 

For example, using group and individual presentations in conjunction with the non-fiction text types.  

 

Other oracy initiatives embedded at Islamia Primary School are: 

Class assemblies and poetry/traditional tale recitations:  

Each week, one class in each key stage presents a class assembly during the Friday assembly and a year 

group each week recites a traditional tale or poem during the Friday assembly for their peers to watch.  

Shakespeare Week: which occurs once a year and is an opportunity for children to role-play scenes from 

different Shakespearean plays.  

The reading stars award: children are expected to read 20 books throughout the year and to evidence 

their reading of each book, by presenting the book to their class. Children are expected to talk about 

the genre, the name of the book, the author and illustrator’s name as well as their recommendations, 

at a minimum. The first 28 children to arrive at Gold (20 star stickers) by the end of the year, are invited 

on a reading related trip as an incentive for their hard work with reading and oracy throughout the year.  

Oracy related targeted interventions:  

Individual children of EYFS take part in the NELI (Nuffield Early Learning Intervention) programme which 

aims to improve the early oracy of EAL children within the EYFS context. Regular meetings are held 

between EYFS teachers and teaching assistants in order to identify target children and to consider the 

progress made by individual children.  

Speech and language interventions: 

Children who are on the SLCN register across Islamia, are supported by the speech and language 

therapist, on a one to one basis. The SENCO assesses the children in order to judge whether their need 

is EAL, SEN or both.  
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Future planning: 

Fast Track: Fast track is a Read Write Inc. intervention programme targeted at children of Year 3 and 

Year 4 who did not successfully pass their phonics screening checks at the end of KS1. At Islamia, one 

and one to small group interventions are delivered for these children by KS2 TAs and the KS2 

intervention teacher. 

Fresh Start: The Fresh Start Read Write Inc. intervention programme, will be delivered by teaching 

assistants on a one to one basis, in Upper Key Stage Two, four times a week, to struggling readers. These 

sessions will be delivered during Year 5 and 6 reading lessons. 

Impact 

By the time children leave Islamia, they are competent readers and writers who can recommend books 

to their peers, have a thirst for reading a range of genres including poetry, and participate in discussions 

about books, including evaluating an author’s use of language and the impact this can have on the 

reader. 

Our school scored 107 compared to national which is 104 in 2019. Pupils meeting the expected 

standard in reading and writing is 81% compared to national average, which is 65%. Pupils are achieving 

a higher standard in reading and writing: 20% compared to 11% national. Our most recent phonics 

screening checks data showed that 94% of children passed their screening check successfully.  

 

 

 


