
 

History and Geography Long Term Planning (2021-22) 

 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 

 
Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 

Reception 
What an 
EYFS 
geographer 
needs to 
understand? 

That positional 
language and 
directions can tell us 
where to go; 

That where they live is 
unique to them (and their 
family) 

That there are key 
words/vocabulary 
associated with human and 
physical geography ; 

That the world is made up 
of different countries; 

We need to change what 
we do/wear in response 
to the climate; 

Use a range of  
sources such as  
simple maps,  
photographs,  

magnifiers. 

Reception 
What do they 
need to 
know? 

That directions can be 
followed and lead to 
different places 
 
That directions can be 
verbal, pictorial or written 
 

That every house has its own 
address 
 
Know that more than one 
house is in a village or town 

Know simple vocabulary to 
label visible features of the 
area around them. 
 
Explore the local area for both 
the built and the natural 
environment. 

The four countries of the 
United Kingdom 
 
The country that they live in 
 
That not all countries in the 
world are the same 

 

That weather changes 
according to the seasons 
and where we are in the 
world 
 
That we need to dress 
accordingly to keep 
ourselves safe 

What a map looks like 
That a map is about a 
place 
That signs and symbols 
can tell us about a place 
That the signs and 
symbols usually represent 
an object that does not 
move (although in story 
maps this is interpreted 
differently e.g the hay 
stack in Rosies walk …) 

 

Reception 
How can 
they show 
they are 
geographers
? 

Follow simple directions 
(Up, down, left/right, 
forwards/backwards) 
 
Follow directions with a 
small toy 
 
Direct a friend from point 
A to B using positional 
language 
 

Comment and ask questions 
about aspects of their familiar 
environment such as the 
place where they live or the 
natural world. 
 
Talk about where they live 

Talk about the area they are 
in, describing what they can 
see. 
 
Express their opinions on 
natural and built 
environments. 

Talk about the different 
countries of the UK  
 
Be able to comment on the 
country they live in 
 
Able to compare and say 
what is the same/different 
about a countries physical 
or human geography 

 

Comment on how what we 
wear changes with where 
we are 
 
Choose the correct clothes 
for certain activities such 
as play in the woods. 

Draw and create their own 
maps using real objects, 
and/or pictures and 
symbols. 
Be able to talk about a 
range of  real maps,  
electronic globes and 
maps, maps  
of the classroom/school, 
village, park and 
story maps 
Be able to find land and 
sea on a map. 
Follow a simple map of a 
familiar place 



 

 
 
YEAR 1  
 
 

Where I live (Reach Out) 
Build places from lego 
Draw your house or a place in 
your area 
Role play being shopping in 
ASDA/Tesco 
Role play being in a library 
getting a book out? 
Draw a map of our classroom? 
Draw a map of your way 
home? 
Role play giving directions to 
Tesco from School? 
Key features of a town 
Identify places of worship in 
the area. 
\Identify famous people in the 
area. 
Role play being a radio host 
Role play being a vet 
Run as fast as a local athlete 
Robert Banister(if 2 adults go 
outside) 
Identify differences between a 
countryside and town. 
Draw your own country side 
Role play having a farm with 
farm yard animals 
Role play running a farm shop 
 Links to National curriculum 
objectives: Review the physical 

and human features in a 
settlement Identify features of 
the settlement where the pupil 
lives.  Using large scale maps 
and awareness of natural and 
physical features in locality 
 
 

Toys 
 All pupils should be able to: • 
Explain what they know about toys 
today. 
• Explain how we can find out about 
the past.  
• Describe features of different toys. 
• Recognise old and new toys.  
• Use words relating to the passing 
of time.  
• Identify different sources we can 
use to find out about the past.  
• Ask and answer simple questions. 
• Compare two toys from different 
time periods, identifying similarities 
and differences.  
• Use words and phrases relating to 
the passing of time. 
 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives:  
Pupils look at links between 
similarities and differences of life in 
different periods.  
Pupils’ use common words and 
phrases that reflects the passing of 
time.  
 

 Oceans and seas (Reach Out) 
What is an ocean? 
Label the five oceans 
What is the largest ocean 
What is the coldest ocean 
Order the oceans from largest to 
smallest 
Identify the layers of the oceans 
How can we protect our oceans 
What lives in the ocean 
4 different types of habitats you 
could find in the ocean. 
Why are oceans so important? 
exploring some different reasons 
why the oceans are as important to 
us as humans and for our thousands 
of species. 
How deep is the ocean. 
Where are the worlds oceans - 
Introduce the definition of a sea. 
Seas are smaller than oceans and are 
usually located where the land and 
ocean meet. 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: name and locate the 
oceans and continents.  Identify 
countries and their surrounding 
seas. 
 
 
 

The Great Fire of London  
All pupils should be able to:  
• Talk about some of the key 
events of the Great Fire of London. 
• Say why the Great Fire of London 
spread and eventually stopped. • 
Explain that we know about the 
Great Fire because of Samuel 
Pepys' diary. • Explain how we 
know about the Great Fire of 
London from a variety of primary 
sources. • Show awareness of how 
London has changed, including its 
buildings, people and transport. • 
Write a report about the Great 
Fire of London (formal language) 
London  
What is London?  
Who created London?  
The history of the Anglo Saxons  
What historic events almost 
destroyed the city of London? 
What is the story of Guy Fawkes?  
Mapping the history of the Blitz  
What type of transport is in 
London?  
London Underground 
 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives:  
Pupils should be taught about 
events beyond their living memory 
that are significant nationally and 
globally.  

Wonderful Weather (Reach Out) 
All pupils should be able to:  
• Name weather types in the UK.  
Identify daily changes in weather. 
•Identify seasonal changes across 
a year.  
• Recognise weather symbols.  
• Use world maps and globes to 
identify the UK and begin to 
locate other countries.  
• Explain some dangers of the 
weather.  
• Locate hot and cold countries 
of the world.  
• Make comparisons between 
different places studied.  
• Make simple observations 
about the weather in the UK.  
• Use basic subject specific 
vocabulary.  
• Ask simple geographical 
questions.  
• Develop presentation skills. 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: Effects of weather on 
people and their surroundings.  
Different types of weather and 
respond to weather variation 
from day to day and season to 
season 
 
 

 Nurses  
All pupils should be able to: • 
Provide some criteria about 
what makes a person significant 
in history.  
• Talk about what they know 
about Florence Nightingale, 
Mary Seacole, Elizabeth Garrett 
Anderson, Edna Adan and Edith 
Cavell.  
• Know how Florence 
Nightingale, Mary Seacole and 
Edith Cavell have helped and 
influenced nursing and hospitals 
today.  
• Provide some criteria about 
what makes a person significant 
in history.  
• Talk about what they know 
about Florence Nightingale, 
Mary Seacole and Edith Cavell. 
 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives:  
Pupils are taught about the lives 
of significant individuals in the 
past who have contributed to 
national and international 
achievements.  
 



 

YEAR 2  Magical Map Skills 
All pupils should be able to: • 
Name different types of maps 
and explain some key features 
of maps.  
• Draw a simple sketch map of 
the school and local area. • 
Name the four points of a 
compass.  
• Plan a simple route around 
the local area using key 
vocabulary.  
• Identify map symbols.  
• Use an atlas to locate the 
four countries of the UK, 
capital cities and other key 
places.  
• Use an atlas to locate the 
seven continents of the world 
and recall their names.  
• Use an atlas to locate the 
five major oceans of the world. 
• Use aerial photographs to 
‘view from above’ and 
recognise basic human and 
physical features  
• Ask geographical questions – 
Where is it? What is this place 
like? How near/far is it? 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: To use symbols and 

a key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 
by identifying landmarks shown 
on an Ordnance Survey map 

 
 

 The Gunpowder Plot  
All pupils should be able to:  
• Talk about some of the key events 
and people involved in the 
Gunpowder Plot.  
• Explain why the Gunpowder Plot 
happened.  
• Sequence the main events of the 
Gunpowder Plot.  
• Begin to question and show 
understanding of the different roles 
of the people involved in the 
Gunpowder Plot.  
• Think of some questions for their 
own further enquiry into the 
significance and impact of the 
Gunpowder Plot.  
• Imagine and write about the 
experiences of people in different 
historical periods based on factual 
evidence.  
• Show an awareness of the 
differences in ways of living in 1605 
compared to the present.  
• Imagine and recreate the 
experiences of people involved in 
the Gunpowder Plot through drama, 
role play activities and their writing. 
• Talk about how the Gunpowder 
Plot has had an impact on national 
life in the present day.  
Links to National curriculum 
objectives:  
Pupils look at links between 
similarities and differences of life in 
different periods.  
Pupils’ use common words and 
phrases that reflects the passing of 
time.  
 

Kings and Queens  
All pupils should be able to: 
 Have an understanding of the 
chronology of various significant 
British kings and queens, and be able 
to place some in the correct order.  
• Recall some key facts about the 
different monarchs studied in this 
unit and make comparisons between 
the lives of Elizabeth I and Queen 
Victoria.  
• Talk about how we know about the 
lives of some significant people in 
history, such as Richard III and use 
historical facts to support their 
opinion about them.  
• Think of some questions for their 
own enquires into various kings and 
queens that interest them (from the 
UK and/or beyond).  
• Imagine and write about the 
experiences of various kings and 
queens at different points in history 
based on their knowledge of their 
lives, using historical facts to support 
their writing. 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives:  
Pupils are taught about the lives of 
significant individuals in the past 
who have contributed to national 
and international achievements.  
 
 
 
 

Seven Continents (Reach Out) 
What is a continent? 
 Definition of a continent. Know 
which continent we live in? 
Identify the island we live on. Do 
you know the names of any other 
continents? 
Identify Europe and Australia 
Which continent is bigger, Europe 
or Australia? 
Identify the equator is – an 
imaginary line around the earth. 
Which hemisphere are Europe and 
Australia in? 
Identify Africa, they have a 
different currency for almost every 
country. But in South Africa, the 
second biggest country, they use 
South African rand. What do you 
notice  
 Discuss the big 5 animals in Africa.  
Identify key landmarks in Africa 
(Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe; Mount 
Kilimanjaro, Tanzania; The Valley 
of the Kings, Pyramids, Egypt; 
Serengeti National Park, Tanzania) 
Label countries on landmark 
photos in booklet. 
What is Asia like? 
Identify animals in Asia. Identify 
key landmarks in Asia (Taj Mahal, 
India; Great Wall of China, China; 
Burj Khalifa, Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates; Rice Terraces, 
Philippines, Batu Caves, Malaysia; 
Dragon Bridge, Vietnam) 
Label countries on landmark 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: To name and locate the 

world’s seven continents and five 
oceans; To use world maps, atlas 
and globes to identify the UK and 
its countries, as well as the 
countries, continents and oceans at 
this key stage. in the context of the 
geography of the world. 

 
 

Dinosaurs (Reach Out) 
When were the dinosaurs alive? 
What does a palaeontologist 
study?  
What did dinosaurs look like?  
What did dinosaurs eat?  
What was like like for dinosaurs?  
What did dinosaurs do each day?  
How do we know so much about 
dinosaurs?  
What is the process for a 
palaeontologist to study a fossil?  
How did dinosaurs become 
extinct? 
What animals are believed to 
have survived the asteroid? 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: Gathering, recording, 

classifying and presenting data in 
a variety of ways to help in 
answering questions. Identify that 
humans and some other animals 
have skeletons and muscles for 
support, protection and 

movement. 
Describe in simple terms how 
fossils are formed when things 
that have lived are trapped within 
rock by explaining the fossilisation 
process and by comparing fossils 
to the animals they belong to 
 
 

Explorers and Adventurers 
(Reach Out) 
What is an explorer and an 
adventurer? 
What is an explorer? 
What was Bessie Coleman? 
Who was Neil Armstrong? 
Who is Valentina Tereshkova?  
Who is Sir Ranulph Fiennes? 
Who was Sir Ernest Shackleton? 
Who was Marco Polo? 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives:  
Pupils are taught about the lives 
of significant individuals in the 
past who have contributed to 
national and international 
achievements.  
 
 



 

 
 
Year 3 
 

Ancient China (Reach Out) 
How do we know about the 
Shang dynasty? 
How did the Shang dynasty 
begin? 
What was life like for 
people in the Shang 
dynasty? 
What did the Shang people 
believe? 
Who was General Fu Hao? 
How did the Shang dynasty 
end? 
 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: the achievements 
of the earliest civilisations. 
An overview of when and 
where Ancient China appeared 
and an in-depth study of this 
period.  

 
 

Villages Towns and Cities (Reach 
Out) 
• How many people live on the 
planet  
• Where people are distributed 
globally  
• Which continents have the 
biggest populations  
• People live in settlements  
• What the differences are 
between villages, towns and 
cities  
• Increasing numbers of people 
live in cities  
• What makes a good location 
for a settlement 
 • What makes a bad location for 
a settlement  
• What the ideal location for a 
settlement might be • How early 
settlements were different to 
settlements today  
• How settlements vary in shape  
• How settlements have patterns  
• What land uses are found in a 
city  
• What the purpose of these 
different land uses are.  
• Where people live across the 
globe?  
• The way in which life is 
different for people living in 
cities and villages 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: To describe and 

understand key aspects of human 
geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and 
water explaining why settlements 
develop in certain locations 

 

Prehistoric Britain 
How do we know about life in 
the stone age? 
Which animals lived during the 
ice age? 
What were the different periods 
in the stone age? 
What was life like in a stone age 
settlement? 
How did the Bronze age change 
people?  
Who were the Celts and what 
was life like for them? 
 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: pupils are taught about 
changes in Britain from the Stone 
Age to the Iron Age  
 

 
 

Mountains, Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes (Reach Out) 
The structure of the earth  
• What the earth is made of  
• Where volcanoes and 
earthquakes occur  
• What mountain ranges are  
• What fold mountains are  
• How fold mountains form  
• What volcanoes are  
• How volcanoes vary  
• What stratovolcanoes are  
• How tectonic plates move  
• What an earthquake is  
• How an earthquake occurs  
• Volcanic eruption case study: 
Fuego Volcano, Guatemala 
2018: effects and responses  
• Why some people choose to 
live near a volcano  
• Earthquake case study: 
Tohoku, Japan 2011: effects 
and responses  
• What a tsunami is 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: geographical 

regions and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers) in the 
context of hills and mountain 
ranges 
To describe and understand 
key aspects of physical 
geography, including: 
understand key aspects of 
physical geography in the 
context of what is under the 
Earth's surface 
 

Ancient Greece (Reach Out) 
How was Ancient Greece 
organised?  
What was the golden age of 
Ancient Greece? 
What did the Greeks believe? 
Who won the Peloponnesian 
wars? 
Why was Alexander so Great? 
 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives:  
A study of Greek life and 
achievements and their influence 
on the western world.  

 

Water Weather and climate 
(Reach Out) 
Where Earth’s water is found  
• How water moves  
• What the water cycle is  
• What the weather is made 
of  
• How to differentiate 
between weather and 
climate  
• How to read a weather 
forecast • 
 What causes rain to form  
• How mountains help cause 
rain  
• What a rain shadow is • 
Why the UK’s weather can 
change daily  
• What an air mass is  
• How the characteristics of 
the air mass affect the 
weather • Why the Sun is 
important  
• The tilt of the Earth creates 
the seasons  
• How the seasons are 
different in the different 
hemispheres  
• What the atmosphere is  
• How the atmosphere 
keeps us at the right 
temperature  
• How Earth’s climate 
changed in the past and is 
changing now 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: To describe and 

understand key aspects of 
human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and water 
by looking at how landscapes 
change over time. 

 



 

 
 
Year 4 

Rivers (Reach Out) 
What a river is  
• Where the world’s rivers 
are  
• Examples of famous rivers  
• What the four types of 
erosion are  
• What the four types of 
transportation are  
• What deposition is  
• What a landform is  
• What V-shaped valleys 
and interlocking spurs are  
• How V-shaped valleys and 
interlocking spurs form  
• What a meander is  
• How a meander forms • 
How an oxbow lake forms  
• Why people like living 
near rivers  
• Why the Volga River is 
important for people  
• Why the Amazon River is 
important for people  
• What a flood is  
• Why rivers flood  
• How a flood can bring 
advantages and 
disadvantages 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: Locate places and 

features on a range of maps 
(variety of scales) Identify 
features on an aerial 
photograph, digital or computer 
map • Begin to use 8 figure 
compass directions when 
describing landscapes. E.g. 
Mount Vesuvius is located 
north-west of Pompeii • Use 
four figure grid references to 
identify features on a map, 
including the use of a key Use 
lines of longitude and latitude 
on a map to locate a feature 

 

 

Roman Britain (Reach Out) 
How did the Roman Empire 
become so powerful? 
How did the Romans invade 
Britain? 
Why did Boudicca lead a revolt 
against the Romans? 
What was the Romanisation of 
Britain? 
What did the Romans believe? 
How did the Romans fall? 
 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: Pupils are taught about 
the Roman Empire and its impact on 
Britain. This would include:  
  
Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-54 BC  

 the Roman Empire by AD 42 and the power 
of its army  

 successful invasion by Claudius and 
conquest, including Hadrian’s Wall  

 British resistance, for example, Boudica  

 ‘Romanisation’ of Britain: sites such as 
Caerwent and the impact of technology, 
culture and beliefs, including early Christianity 

 
 

Migration (Reach Out) 
What migration is  
• Where migrants go to and 
from  
• How migration affects us • The 
different types of migration  
• The reasons why people 
migrate  
• What push and pull factors are  
• The positive impacts of 
migration for the source and 
host countries  
• The negative impacts of 
migration for the source and 
host countries  
• How the UK has been affected 
by migration.  
• Economic reasons for 
migration  
• How migration from Europe to 
the UK has mostly been for 
economic reasons  
• The impacts of this type of 
migration • What a refugee is  
• Why some people are refugees  
• Why many people have left 
their home in Syria  
• What climate change is  
• How the climate is changing  
• How climate change is causing 
migration 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: Understand key aspects 
of human geography, including 
settlements and land use as well as 
types of migration.  The distribution 
of natural resources and pull and 
push factors of migration.   
 

 

Anglo Saxons and the Scots  
(Reach Out) 
How do we know about the 
Anglo-Saxons and Scots?  
Why did Vortigen make a deal 
with the Anglo-Saxons? 
What was life like for the 
Anglo-Saxons? 
What did Anglo-Saxons 
believe? 
What was the Heptarchy? 
Why did the Anglo-Saxons 
build burhs? 
 
Riotous Royalty  

All children should be able to: • Ask 
questions about life in Norman England 
and look at a map of the British Empire 
to understand why the UK was such a 
powerful nation in the Victorian era. • 
Have a chronological understanding of 
which monarch reigned in relation to 
another. • Explain that the Magna Carta 
was an important document. • 
Understand why and how monarchy 
affected the formation of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland as we know it today. • Explain 
how different monarchs achieved, 
secured and continued to exact power 
on the UK by looking at royal behaviours 
from the past and considering the impact 
of these on how we live today. 
 

Links to National curriculum 
objectives: Pupils are taught about 
Britain’s settlement by the Anglo-
Saxons and the Scots:  
This could include:  

 Roman withdrawal from Britain in c. AD 410 
and the fall of the western Roman Empire  

 Scots invasions from Ireland to north Britain 
(now Scotland)  

 Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and 
kingdoms: place names and village life  

 Anglo-Saxon art and culture  

 Christian conversion – Canterbury, Iona and 
Lindisfarne 

 

 

Natural resources in northern 
Chile (Reach Out) 
What natural resources are  
• What some of the world’s 
most important natural 
resources are  
• Which countries have the 
most natural resources  
• How the world’s population 
has changed over time  
• How the use of natural 
resources has increased • 
Why the use of natural 
resources has increased • The 
shape and geography of Chile  
• Which natural resources 
Chile has  
• The impact of Chile’s copper  
• Which natural resources the 
UK has  
• How coal, oil and gas form  
• How to access fossil fuels  
• How using fossil fuels causes 
problems for the environment  
• Why mining is very 
dangerous  
• Examples of dangerous 
types of mining 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: Understand key 
aspects of human geography, 
including settlements and land 
use as we  the distribution of 
natural resources. 

 

 Vikings (Reach Out) 
Why did the Vikings raid and 
invade Britain? 
What happened at 
Lindisfarne in 793? 
Why did Alfred sign a treaty 
with Guthrum? 
Were the Vikings the first 
Europeans to discover the 
Americas? 
Who were the Norse Gods? 
Did King Cnut try to stop the 
tide from coming in? 
 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives:  
Pupils are taught about the 
Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle 
for the Kingdom of England to 
the time of Edward the 
Confessor. 
 
This could include: 

  Viking raids and invasion  

 resistance by Alfred the Great and 
Athelstan, first king of England  

 further Viking invasions and 
Danegeld  

 Anglo-Saxon laws and justice  

 Edward the Confessor and his 
death in 1066 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Year 5 
 

Medieval Monarchs (Reach 
Out) 
In 1066, who was the 
rightful heir to the throne? 
Who was responsible for 
the death of Thomas 
Becket? 
Who was a worse king: 
John or Richard  
In what way was Edward I, 
a great and terrible king?  
Why did Henry VIII initiate 
the reformation? 
Was Elizabeth I weak and 
feeble? 
 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: Pupils are taught 
about a study of an aspect or 
theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066:  
 the changing power of monarchs 
using case studies such as John, 
Anne and Victoria. 

 changes in an aspect of social 
history, such as crime and 
punishment from the Anglo-Saxons 
to the present or leisure and 
entertainment in the 20th Century  

 the legacy of Greek or Roman 
culture (art, architecture or 
literature) on later periods in British 
history, including the present day. 

 a significant turning point in 
British history, for example, the first 
railways or the Battle of Britain. 

 
 
 

Slums (Reach Out) 
(Europe) 
What slums are  
• Where slums form  
• Where the biggest slums are 
located  
• Why people move to cities  
• Why slums are located around 
cities 
• How slums develop  
• Where the two are located  
• The physical features of each 
community  
• The human features of each 
community  
• What classifies a slum?   
• What challenges slum 
communities face  
• Why life can be difficult in 
Rocinha, Kibera and Dharavi  
• What quality of life and 
standard of living are?  
• How they can be improved  
• Why self-help schemes have 
been effective? 
• Why was there violence in the 
favelas? 
• How did the government seek 
to deal with it? 
Links to National curriculum 

objectives: Understand human 
and physical geography and 
compare similarities and 
differences.   
 

Benin Kingdom (Reach Out) 
How did the Benin Kingdom 
begin? 
What was life like for the Edo 
people in the Benin Kingdom? 
How were trade links established 
and what goods were traded? 
What led the civil war of the 
1700s? 
What was the transatlantic slave 
trade? 
Why did the British colonise 
Benin and what impact did this 
have? 
 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: Pupils are taught about:  
 

-a non-European society that 
provides contrasts with British 
history – one study chosen from: 
early Islamic civilization, 
including a study of Baghdad c. 
AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 
900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 
900-1300. 
 
 
 
 
 

Biomes (Reach Out) 
The world has many different 
biomes  
• Biomes are large ecosystems  
• Biomes have distinct climatic 
conditions, flora and fauna  
• Temperature and 
precipitation affect the 
distribution of biomes.  
• Ocean currents affect the 
distribution of biomes. • 
Human activity can negatively 
impact biomes • What the 
tundra is like  
• Where the tundra is found  
• What plants and animals live 
in the tundra • What the taiga 
is like  
• Where the taiga is found • 
What plants and animals live in 
the taiga  
• What the savannah is like • 
Where the savannahs is found  
• What plants and animals live 
in the savannah  
• How biomes are threatened 
by climate change  
• How biomes are threatened 
by human activity  
• What the future might hold 
for Earths 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: Compare two 

landscapes using maps and aerial 
photographs Find and recognise 
places on maps of different scales 
describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography, 
including climate 
zones, biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle" 

 

Civil Rights (Reach Out) 
What was the USA like in the 
1950s? 
Why did Oliver Brown take 
the board of Education to the 
Supreme Court? 
Why didn’t Rosa Park give up 
her seat on the bus? 
What was Martin Luther 
King’s dream?  
Why did 3,200 people march 
from Selma to Montgomery? 
What is the Black lives matter 
movement and why is it 
needed? 
 
 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives:  

Pupils are taught about the 
changes in an aspect of social 
history, such as crime and 
punishment from the Anglo-
Saxons to the present or 
leisure and entertainment in 
the 20th Century 
 
 

Energy and sustainability 
(Reach Out) 
What sustainability is  
• Examples of sustainable 
and unsustainable practice  
• How Tesla’s new 
technology is promoting 
sustainability  
• What non-renewable fuels 
are  
• What renewable fuels are  
• Why fossil fuels are 
controversial  
• How to draw a bar graph  
• How to analyse a bar graph  
• How renewable energy is 
generated  
• Why Curitiba introduced 
new city plans  
• How Curitiba has become 
more sustainable  
• What is special about 
Curitiba  
• Where Freiburg is  
• How is Freiburg 
sustainable  
• What is special about 
Freiburg  
• What energy security is  
• How countries can achieve 
energy security • What 
Waste to Energy is 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives:  
To describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography, 
including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals 
and water in the context of 
renewable and non-renewable 
energy sources. 



 

 
 
Year 6 
 
 

Early Islamic Civilisation  
The Islamic Golden Age refers to a period in 
the history of Islam, traditionally dated from 
the 8th century to the 13th century, during 
which science, economic development and 
cultural works flourished.  
All children should be able to:  
• Say who Muhammed (pbuh) was and know 
that he was the founder of Islam.  
• Know some key facts about Baghdad and 
give some reasons to explain how it became a 
major world power.  
• Describe what the House of Wisdom is and 
know some key individuals who studied there.  
• Give some reasons to explain how the work 
of the early Islamic doctors affected modern 
medicine.  
• Demonstrate a full understanding of how 
the early Islamic civilisation shaped world 
history.  
• Evaluate and assess the impact and 
significance of some prominent Muslim 
scholars and compare their achievements to 
those of their predecessors and 
contemporaries.  
• Describe in detail the role of the caliphate 
and understand the differences between 
Sunni and Shia Muslims, making links and 
comparisons to issues today.  
• Describe in greater detail the cultural and 
economic significance of Baghdad and explain 
how its geographical location was important.  
•Describe in greater detail the cultural and 
economic significance of Andalusia and explain 
how its geographical location was important 
(connections to Europe and Africa).  
• Understand the impact of early Islamic 
inventions and discoveries made on the wider 
world and be able to explain this.  
• Recognise and compare different examples 
of Islamic art. 

 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives:  

a non-European society 
that provides contrasts with 
British history – one study 
chosen from: early Islamic 
civilization, including a 
study of Baghdad c. AD 900; 
Mayan civilization c. AD 
900; Benin (West Africa) c. 
AD 900-1300. 
 

Local Fieldwork (Reach Out) 
What fieldwork is  
• Why geographers do fieldwork  
• What sort of fieldwork geographers do  
• Why maps are important • How maps 
are used  
• How to use four and six figure grid 
references  
• What a field sketch is  
• Why geographers do surveys and 
questionnaires  
• How these tools help geographers  
• How to safely collect fieldwork data  
• Why data presentation is important  
• How data can be presented  
• How to present your data  
• What analysis is  
• What the conclusion and evaluation are  
• How you can answer your enquiry 
question 

Links to National curriculum 
objectives: Pupils should be taught 

to: • use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features 
studied; • use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-figure grid 
references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom 
and the wider world; • use fieldwork 
to observe, measure, record and 
present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies 
 

Industrial Revolution (Reach Out) 
What were the key features of 
Victorian society?  
How did living conditions change 
during the Industrial revolution? 
How did working conditions 
change during the Industrial 
revolution? 
What inventions revolutionised 
the lives of British people? 
How did the Industrial revolution 
change Feltham? 
What political changes took 
place during the Industrial 
revolution?  
 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: Pupils are taught about 
the legacy of Greek or Roman 
culture (art, architecture or 
literature) on later periods in British 
history, including the present day.  

 a significant turning point in 
British history, for example, the first 
railways or the Battle of Britain. 
 

 

Population (Reach Out) 
How many people live on the 
planet  
• Where people are distributed 
globally  
• What the population density 
of the UK is  
• Why populations grow  
• Reasons why death rates and 
birth rates change  
• How the UK`s population has 
changed  
• What a population pyramid is  
• Why population pyramids are 
useful  
• How to create a population 
pyramid  
• Why a rapidly growing 
population creates challenges  
• Why slums develop in rapidly 
growing cities  
• How pollution can become a 
serious problem  
• What an ageing population is  
• How an ageing population 
develops  
• The challenges that an ageing 
population presents  
• There is global inequality in 
food security • Why food 
insecurity exists  
• How food insecurity can be 
solved 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: Pupils should be taught 

to: • describe and understand 
human geography, including: types 
of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water. 

 

Twentieth Century Conflict 
(Reach Out) 
What caused the First World 
War to break out?  
Why were so many lives lost 
on the Western Front? 
Was the treaty of Versailles 
fair?  
How did Hitler rise to power 
in the 1930s? 
What was life like in Nazi 
Germany? 
Was the Second World War 
inevitable?  
 
 
Links to National curriculum 
objectives: Pupils are taught 
about the legacy of Greek or 
Roman culture (art, architecture 
or literature) on later periods in 
British history, including the 
present day.  

 a significant turning point in 
British history, for example, the 
first railways or the Battle of 
Britain. 

 

Globalisation (Reach Out) 
• What globalisation is  
• When globalisation began  
• Why the development of 
transport has been 
important for globalisation  
• How communication has 
changed  
• That internet usage is not 
globally equal  
• The advantages and 
disadvantages of changing 
communication  
• What trade is  
• How trade has changed  
• What “fast fashion” is  
• How the clothing industry 
has changed  
• The positive and negative 
impacts of the globalised 
clothing industry  
• Which the most powerful 
global food companies are  
• What a TNC is  
• The positive and negative 
impacts of the globalised 
food industry • Why there is 
variation in globalisation 
around the world  
• How this variation impacts 
poorer communities  
• Whether or not 
globalisation has made the 
world a better place Links to 
National curriculum objectives: 
To describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography, 
including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals 
and water in the context of the 
global supply chain and 
changing trade links 

 

 



 

History: 3 units of work every academic year  
Geography: 3 unites of work every academic year  


