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Islamia Curriculum Rationale for Geography 
 

Intent 

At Islamia Primary School, our Geography curriculum is designed to develop pupils’ broader, deeper 

understanding of the four areas of geography identified in the curriculum. It will develop contextual knowledge 

of the location of globally significant places and an understanding of the processes that give rise to key physical 

and human geographical features of the world, along with how they bring about variation and change over time. 

We intend to develop pupil’s curiosity and a fascination of the world and its people that will remain with them 

for the rest of their lives; which will enable them to explore the foundations of life-long geographers, whilst 

valuing and exploring their own heritage.  Our Geography curriculum offers a coherently planned 

sequence of lessons to support teachers ensure they have progressively covered the skills and 

concepts required in the National Curriculum. It aims to develop geographical skills and concepts 

which are transferable to whatever area of Geography is being studied and will equip pupils for future 

learning. 

Implementation 

Lessons, knowledge organisers, key vocabulary and resources 

Geography lessons occur at alternative half terms. Lessons are delivered in 3 blocked units covered 

over the course of each year in order to enable pupils to build upon previous learnt topics to achieve 

greater depth of knowledge, understanding and skills. Our school community is concerned about 

the environment. Our pupils live in urban London with many unable to access the enriching experiences 

the outdoors can provide. Therefore, our curriculum aims to ensure our pupils understand the impact 

of our way of life in the world we live in. 

In Geography lessons, pupils are encouraged to:  

 Connect with prior Geographical knowledge and understanding 

 Address misconceptions 

 Learn new geographical knowledge, concepts and skills 

 Develop key geographical vocabulary  

 Ask their own questions 

 Conduct geographical research and use working geographical skills (local knowledge, place 

knowledge, human and physical geography, geographical skills and fieldwork)  

 Share and explain ideas and conclusions. 

 Globes and world maps are in each classroom in order to enrich geography 

lessons.  
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Geography workbooks are used, following the Reach Out Curriculum and this acts as the core evidence 

of pupils’ learning in Geography, at Islamia. Each unit of work is introduced with a KWL activity, which 

enables pupils to discuss what they are already know and to reassess their knowledge at the end of the 

unit of work as well. Children are provided with a knowledge organiser at the start of each unit of work 

which is used for the purpose of homework (learning key vocabulary and their meanings for 

homework), for starter activities, as an effective assessment review tool etc.  

The Reach Out geographical curriculum includes a range of opportunities for investigating places 

around the world as well as physical and human processes. The lessons are intended to improve 

children’s geographical vocabulary, map skills and geographical facts and provide opportunities for 

consolidation, challenge and variety to ensure interest and progress in the subject. As pupils’ progress, 

their growing knowledge of the world will deepen their understanding of the interaction between the 

physical and human processes and the consequences of that interaction on landscapes and 

environments. 

Geography related trips 

Pupils are offered a wide range of extra-curricular activities, visits, trips and visitors to complement and 

broaden the Geography curriculum and teachers are expected to arrange one Geography learning 

experience for each unit of work.   

Geography Display 

The geography display in each classroom reflects the current learning and includes the following: 

 Key vocabulary included 

 Key questioning (probing thoughts and responses recorded on sticky notes etc) 

 Children’s work exemplars.  

The Geography display walls are updated at the start of each unit, in each year group.  

Impact 

By the time children leave Islamia, they are passionate about the different geographical concepts that 

surround our world. As passionate Geographers, children are eager to further develop their geography 

knowledge and skills in Secondary school and beyond.  

In order to determine the Geography learning and progress of children, it is expected that children at 

the end of each unit write at length and have a short written quiz assessing content knowledge. This 

ensures that pupils are able use geographical vocabulary accurately and understand the different 

strands of geography, with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. 

Pupils will begin to make relevant links from geography to other curriculum subjects, such as history 

and science. They will improve their enquiry skills and inquisitiveness about the world around them, 

and their impact on the world. All pupils, as stewards of the earth, will realise that they have choices to 

make in the world, developing a positive commitment to the environment and the future of the planet. 

Pupils will become competent in collecting, analysing and communicating a range of data gathered. 

They will be able to interpret a range of sources of geographical information and they will communicate 

geographical information in a variety of ways. Pupils in the school will be able to speak confidently (Pupil 

Voice) about their geography learning, skills and knowledge. 

 



3 
 

 

 

 

Progression:  

The following Geography units of work are covered in each year group (from Year 1-6).  

Year 1  Where I live 

People and their communities 

Animals and their habitats 

Year 2  Ocean and seas 

Continents 

Journeys 

Year 3 Villages, Towns and Cities 

Mountains, Volcanoes and 

Earthquakes 

Water, weather and climate. 

Year 4 Rivers 

Migration 

Natural resources in Northern Chile  

Year 5 Slums 

Biomes 

Energy and sustainability 

Year 6 Local Fieldwork 

Population 

Globalisation  

 

The impact of the geography curriculum will also be measured in the following ways: 

 Pupil voice – Pupils will show how geographical knowledge is impacting on their choices as 

citizens. 

 Conversations between teacher-pupils and pupil-pupil occur routinely and Geography activities 

involving numerical data collection, fieldwork, photographic evidence and mapping are 

recorded in workbooks in addition to exercise books in each lesson. 

 Standards and quality of pupil’s learning is evaluated through learning reviews, knowledge 

assessments and their written work.  This supports teachers with their assessment of acquired 

knowledge.  

 



4 
 

 


